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The specific changes are as follows:

1) the entire RFA has been repaginated and 2) on page two of the cover letter, the RFA number is
corrected to show “M/OP-03-467" 3) on page two of the cover letter the fax number is changed to
“202-216-3041" and the following language has been added under Section |1, “Grant Application

Guidelines A. GENERAL” Insert “4. PVC will consider only one application per PVO during this
RFA cycle”

Unless amended; all other terms and conditions remain in full force and effect
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St rengt heni ng the NGO Sect or
USAI D RFA M OP- 03- 467

Questions and Responses
February 10, 2003

This attachnent provides questions and responses to USAID RFA M OP-03-
467 and is not incorporated into the RFA

Question 1. Docunent Error Questions:

- A downl oad of RFA M OP-03-467 fromthe USAI D website via Adobe
Acrobat; it appears that pages 12 - 18 were missing. Pagination in
t he docunment junps from page 11 to page 19. Please clarify whether
there are mssing pages or just that the pagination is off.

Pages 29-75 have been repeated in the docunent. |Is this an error?

Pl ease verify the fax nunber |isted on page 3 of the RFA

USAI D Response:

The pagi nati on, RFA nunber and fax nunber have been corrected. No
pages were mssing fromthe January 27, 2003 posting. Please see
Amendnent 1 to this RFA

Cpestlon 2: Eligible Countries:
What is the geographic scope for this RFA? Are technical
applications for alimted set of countries possible?

Are Technical applications for any countries not |isted acceptabl e?

India is not one of the countries included under Asia in the
eligible country |ist category.
Pl ease confirm WII| Annex C be anended at a future date?

Do you envision an anendnment to Annex C to RFA M OP-03-467 to
i ncl ude Russia, UWkraine, Belarus, Ceorgia, Mcedonia, and Al bania in
addition to those countries already |listed Annex C?

USAI D Response:

Pl ease refer to Annex C on page 72 for a list of eligible countries.
Applications may be submitted for one or several of the countries
listed, but please note that the nmaxi mum annual anount that PVC will
fund for one cooperative agreenent is $750,000 (The five year life of
project maximumw || therefore be $3, 750, 000).

The technical applications nust propose work in the countries listed in
Annex C to be considered for award. An amendnment to Annex C is not
anticipated. For clarification, please refer to page 7 of the RFA for
a di scussion on the devel opnent of the eligible country |ist.
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Question 3: External Eval uations:

On page 6 of the RFA under "Program Requirenents,
requirenent is stated

"Have conpl eted an external evaluation of its NGO capacity
strengthening activities within the last three years, not to be
confused with a financial audit." Are there are any restrictions or
gui delines on the type of external evaluation required?

the foll ow ng

Page 7 of the RFA states that applicants nmust have "...conpleted an
external evaluation of its NGO capacity strengthening activities
within the last three years." W conpleted a najor externa

eval uation of our PVC matching grant |ast year. Does conpletion of
a USAID external evaluation on an existing award qualify as neeting
the criteria for all of our country offices, or does the criteria
apply to, for exanple, a country office such as Quatenal a, which
wor ks on NGO strengthening activities but has not done an externa
eval uation of its programwthin the past three years. |Is the

requi renent ainmed at the entire organi zati on, and not required for
each country in which the organi zati on works? Uncertainty exists
regardi ng whet her or not country prograns and regi ons under an award
nmust have had an external evaluation within the past three years to
qualify as having nmet this requirenent.

USAI D Response:

The external eval uations can be based on the organization and its
activities and does not have to be based on the country that is
addressed in the application. Any evaluation subnitted needs to be

rel evant to the NGO strengthening aspects of the RFA. The rationale
for conducting an external evaluation is to undertake an objective

anal ysis of your program The external eval uation shoul d provide
objective information that will support an applicant's capability to
successfully inplenment the program proposed in the application. This is
i mportant because the Local NGO Strengtheni ng Program does not conduct
its own programmatic eval uation of an applicant. Applicants may provide
a brief discussion of the major results and i ssues from eval uation(s)
conpleted in the past three years on related project(s) the applicant
has i nplenmented. |n addition, the applicant may provide as an
attachnent the Executive Summary and programresults and
reconmendati ons of the nost recent evaluation. Please bear in mnd the
page limtation for all attachnments. An evaluation of the entire

organi zation is not required.

The CDI E honepage http://ww. dec. org/ usaid eval/ provides nore detail ed
i nformati on on USAID eval uation requirenents.

Question 4.

Are other USAID recipients in NGO strengthening working in any of the
countries listed under the new RFA Strengthening the NGO Sector? W
want to avoid duplication of effort.
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USAI D Response:

The “The Strengthening NGO Sector” RFA differs from other NGO

devel opnent work primarily in its approach. Two nmajor characteristics
of this RFAis USAID s intent to award multiple Cooperative Agreenent
awards and its focus on programmatic work in select countries for NGO
capacity buil di ng.

QJeStI on 5: Registered PVGCs:

In the RFA (Strengt hening the NGO Sector M OP-03-467) it is stated
that ‘only NGOs registered with USAID are eligible to apply’. Does
this statenment indicate that only USA regi stered NGO can apply or
are NGOs registered in Wkraine also eligible to apply?

Pl ease clarify whether Ukrainian NGO registered with USAID in Kyiv
UKRAINE are eligible to apply for the RFA “Strengthening the NGO
sector” M OP-03-467

USAI D Response:

For the purposes of this RFA, NG refers to a "l ocal indi genous non-
governnental organizations" and PVO refers to a private non-
governnent al organi zati on organi zed under U S. law that naintains its
principle place of business in the United States. Any applicant under
this RFA nust be registered with the PVC of fice in USAI D Washi ngt on.
The USAID website http://ww. usai d. gov/ hum response/ pvc/ has

i nformati on on the registration requirenents and process for PVGCs:

Question 6: Fundi ng Range

In the cover letter for RFA MOP-03-467, it is indicated that USAI D
intends to award from5-10 agreenments, with an annual fundi ng range of
$250, 000- $750, 000. Does this funding range refer to the total anmpunt
the USAID will have available for all 5-10 awards, or does the annual
fundi ng range refer to an anount for each individual award?

USAI D Response:

That anount is a range for the estinmated annual funding |evel for one
cooperative agreenment. As noted previously, the maxi mum5-year |ife of
project award for one cooperative agreenent will be an estimted

$3, 750, 000.



